


Coastal Recreation
The Lake Erie shoreline is host to an

array of activities and events, from
nature walks and picnicking to ice fish-

ing and scuba diving. The natural beauty of the
North Coast draws Ohioans and visitors alike
to its shoreline to participate in their favorite
pastimes throughout the year. Improvements
in Lake Erie water quality, greater access to
many coastal natural areas and several new
or upgraded park facilities have stimulated
increases in both participation and satisfac-
tion of coastal recreation activities.

With the rebirth of Lake Erie, traditional shore-
line pursuits have quickly revived and flourished.
Boating, fishing, swimming, waterside entertainment districts, camping and the
hotel/cottage industries have rebounded from the polluted 1960s. The improving
Lake Erie ecosystem also has allowed for additional forms of recreation that
are particularly sensitive to a healthier lake. Bird watching, wreck and reef diving,
and bass and pike fishing are activities that promise to flourish in the future.

Still, the main obstacle to improving coastal recreational opportunities to
Ohioans is the lack of available coast. Of the 262 Lake Erie shoreline miles
in Ohio, only 15% are accessible to the public for free or on a fee basis.

Carolyn Foster

The primary mission of the State of Ohio in regards to coastal recreation on
Lake Erie must be to provide more shoreline miles and with it more oppor-
tunities for recreation to the public.

The State of Ohio has a mandate through its Coastal Management Program
to thoroughly review and assess the availability of recreational facilities on
Lake Erie. This effort needs to be coupled with identifying and prioritizing
for acquisition available parcels of coastal properties from willing sellers.
Finally, money must be appropriated to make the purchases.

A special focus should be given to developing hiking/biking and scuba
diving on the North Coast. Improvements that can be made to the quality
of hiking available in the Lake Erie area include the creation of additional

Lake Erie Quality Index Goal:
Attain a score of “excellent” on the standardized Lake Erie Quality
Index Coastal Recreation public survey.
�



LEQI Metric             Strategic Objective       Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

Increase public access to
the Lake Erie shoreline for
recreational activities

Coastal
Activities

(CR - 1)  Make coastal parcels a high priority for state/local
acquisition through direct purchases or purchases of con-
servation easements from willing sellers. ODNR,  Gen. Assembly 

Create special fund by 2002 for property purchases
or purchase of easements on valuable coastal
properties for recreation and habitat conservation.

�

Create list of high priority parcels for purchase when
available or other protection strategies by 2002.

�

Increase opportunities for
hiking/biking along the Lake
Erie shoreline

(CR - 2)  Continue to work with local governments to
assist with development and funding of bike and pedes-
trian facilities. ODNR, ODOT, Lake Erie Commission

Create spurs and side trips to Ohio Lake
Erie attractions.

�

Create adjoining bikeways/hikeways along
Ohio’s Lake Erie Circle Tour route.

�

Set goal of providing a biking/hiking route
from Michigan to Pennsylvania linking cultural,
natural, historical and recreational resources.

�

Protect valuable underwater
ecological and cultural re-
sources while promoting
their enjoyment

(CR - 3)   Use federal and state authorities to designate
underwater sanctuary reserves to protect valuable
Lake Erie underwater habitat and archeological sites
by 2001. ODNR

Create beach embarkation points for shore
accessible dive destinations.

�

bikeways/hikeways along the Lake Erie Circle Tour as well as to and from area
attractions. Underwater activities can be improved by designating areas for
snorkeling and scuba diving and protecting the archeological and ecological
sites in these areas. These sites should be accessible by shore where feasible.

The Ohio Lake Erie Commission and other state agencies are committed
to continued improvements to Lake Erie’s coastal resources, making each
and every visit to the lake more enjoyable than the last.

 Lake Erie Coastal Recreation Recommendations
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Boating
Boating is an immensely popular pastime on Lake Erie.  There are

407,688 registered boats in the state, with these Ohioans making an
average of 4.3 trips to the lake each summer, according to Ohio State

University’s Ohio Sea Grant College Program.  An Ohio Sea Grant
survey estimates that boating annually generates approximately $650
million for the North Coast economy.  Sailing, powerboating, canoeing,
kayaking, windsurfing and jetskiing attracts people from across the
state as well as visitors from throughout the Midwest.

From the survey results generated from the Lake Erie Quality Index,
boaters are generally satisfied with the services available along the
North Coast, but they also cite several areas for improvement. The primary
issue is the availability of dockage and launching facilities – particularly
along the eastern part of the Lake Erie shoreline. From Toledo east
through Lorain County, the availability of facilities generally outpaces
demand. Within Cuyahoga County and east to Conneaut, a dearth of
facilities often results in long waiting lists for dockage and long lines
at existing launch ramps.

Safety is always a concern. Boating accidents and fatalities have de-
creased dramatically in Ohio over the past four decades. The Lake Erie
Quality Index reported that fatalities caused by boating accidents in
Ohio has declined from 23 per 100,000 registered boats in 1962 to
2.5 in 1996.  These statistics show that the combination of law enforce-
ment, boating safety education, improved boat building technology
and public awareness has accomplished a great deal to make boating
an activity that can be safely enjoyed by all. Yet with more boats and
ever faster and more powerful boats coming on the market, we need
to look at new ways to keep boating safe.

John Ferguson

An objective for Available Dockage has not yet been determined.�

The State of Ohio will work to attain a ranking in the top 10 of all
states nationally for the lowest number of boating fatalities.
�

Recreational boating on Lake Erie will attain a score of “excellent”
on the standardized Lake Erie Quality Index boating survey.
�

Lake Erie Quality Index Goals:

An objective for Boat Launching Facilities has not yet been determined.�



LEQI Metric

Provide adequate harbors
of refuge and transient boat
dockage along the Lake Erie
shoreline

Boat Dockage (BT - 1)  Establish an objective for Boat Dockage
for inclusion in the 2003 Lake Erie Quality Index.
Then, implement a program to achieve the LEQI
objective by 2010. ODNR, ODH

Most of the strategic actions recommended for Lake Erie boating are
dependent on generating additional revenues. To that end, recent
legislation passed by the General Assembly that earmarks recreational
boating’s fair share of the Ohio gasoline tax revenues to the Waterways
Safety Fund will be put to good use.

The additional gasoline tax revenues will allow for two important initiatives.
First, boaters identified boating access as their primary concern. They were
equally concerned that existing launch facilities be repaired and/or improved.
Grants programs can be supplemented with the intent of assisting local
communities in planning and implementation of harbor improvements,
channel dredging and habitat protection needed to provide more high
quality dock and launch facilities. Attention also must be paid to maintain-
ing and upgrading existing state operated marinas and launch facilities. As
has been experienced elsewhere on Lake Erie, first-class and full-service
marinas are desirable destinations to the boating public. Ohio needs to
do much more towards providing the transient facilities that will attract
guests throughout the Great Lakes.

Additional revenues also will allow for increased boating safety pro-
grams and enforcement of existing boat operation laws on the part
of ODNR. Participants in our discussion groups indicated that they
would enthusiastically welcome a greater presence of state and local
law watercraft officers and tighter enforcement of existing boat operation,
equipment and education regulations.

Provide public operated or partner with private
marinas to provide full-service transient
dockage at least every 15-25 miles along Ohio’s
Lake Erie shoreline at market rates.

�

Give high priority for expanding transient
dockage at the Lake Erie islands and Cleveland’s
Inner Harbor.

�

Strategic Objective Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

Lake Erie Protection & Restoration Plan436
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 Lake Erie Boating Recommendations - Cont.

Launching
Facilities

Provide sufficient
quantity and quality
of boat launch facilities
along the North Coast

(BT - 2)  Establish an objective for Launching
Facilities for inclusion in the 2003 Lake Erie Quality
Index. Then, implement a program to achieve the
LEQI objective by 2010. ODNR

Consider boat launch access initiatives to
Lake Erie tributaries and rivers as well as direct
Lake access.

�

Expand the number of lanes.�

Increase available parking.�

 Improve lighting and security.�

Improve access roads and signage.�

Make grants/loans available for local
ramp developers.

�

Boating
Satisfaction

Calculate fair share of Ohio
gasoline tax revenues for
boating enhancement

(BT - 4)  Periodically evaluate the percentage of
fuel purchased in Ohio which is used by recreational
boats. Use this information to make adjustments
to the funds appropriated to the Waterways Safety
Fund. ODNR, Ohio General Assembly

Improve ease of boater
registration

(BT - 5)  Make boater registration available online
on the Internet by 2003. ODNR

Boating
Safety

Foster safer boating on the
waters of Lake Erie

(BT - 6)  Increase the presence and activity
of state and local law enforcement on Lake Erie
and stiffen boating operation laws. ODNR, Ohio
General Assembly

Provide support facilities (secure impoundment
areas) for more stringent enforcement of all
boating safety laws.

�

(BT - 3)  Evaluate all state-operated launch
facilities and make improvements when appropriate
by 2010. ODNR

Strategic Objective Strategic Actions & Responsible PartiesLEQI Metric
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Increase the number of Ohio watercraft
officers  and explore opening one additional
Lake Erie field office.

�

Double the number of annual check
points/boardings.

�



Fishing
Fishing in the Ohio waters of Lake Erie is a cherished pastime
       for millions of Ohioans and has a significant impact on the

economies of many coastal communities.  The warm, shallow
and productive waters of the lake, combined with the countless reefs,
mudflats and rivermouths, account for the most diverse and abundant
fishery of any of the Great Lakes. The walleye, yellow perch, small-
mouth bass and steelhead trout fisheries in particular are world class.

Other sport species such as catfish, white perch,
crappie, largemouth bass, rock bass and sunfish
also are caught in great numbers.  With the
steadily improving Lake Erie ecosystem, high
quality fish such as northern pike, muskellunge
and sturgeon also are beginning to be landed
in significant numbers.

Fishing was one of two Lake Erie Quality Index
indicators receiving a score of “excellent.” We
found that a tremendous number of Ohioans
were enjoying fishing on the lake and that they
were also highly successful in catching fish. Our
research also revealed that access to the fishery
by boat or on the shoreline was adequate and
people were fairly satisfied with the services available
on the North Coast.

There is always room for improvement. The Index
as well as our discussion groups pointed to several
initiatives that would further enhance both the

fishery and people’s enjoyment of fishing. Foremost is continuing the
good fight to restore the Lake Erie ecosystem. Our experience tells
us that a healthy thriving fishing industry is one of the most valuable
dividends of our investments in cleaner water and a healthier habitat.
These efforts must continue.

While more than 90% of the total annual Lake Erie fishing effort is
attributable to boat anglers, there are many who either by choice or
by necessity fish from shore. Shoreline fishing can be exceptional for
walleye, yellow perch, channel catfish, and a variety of other species.
However, much can be done to improve these shoreside facilities,
ensuring that they are clean, easily accessible and safe.

Daron Boyce



Lake Erie Quality Index Goals:

Maintain “excellent” average angler success ratings for the follow-
ing species (fish caught per hour):

An objective for Shoreline Fishing Access has not yet been
determined.

Maintain the annual number of Lake Erie total boat fishing hours
at 6.675 million hours.

❖

❖

❖

❖

Attain a score of “excellent” on the standardized Lake Erie Quality
Index fishing survey.

As a living resource of the Lake Erie ecosystem, the fishery (and hence the fishing industry) will continue to
recover if the quality of the natural environment also improves. With further decreases in the emission of
toxic pollutants, enhancing the quality of existing fish habitat and the procurement of additional habitat, the
Lake Erie fishery will largely take care of itself.
Previous sections of this report which address
recommended environmental actions will all
contribute to this objective.

Improving conditions in the Lake Erie ecosystem are
steadily driving changes in its fishery.  The murky
fertile lake of the 1970s and 1980s allowed for tre-
mendous walleye and perch catches. The combined effects of decreased nutrient loading and zebra mussel
filtering has dramatically cleared the water by reducing the available algae. This enhanced clarity – along with
many secondary changes – has provided favorable habitat conditions to restore many high quality sportfish
which have been absent or severely reduced for many decades. Ohio should fully take advantage of this opportu-
nity to return such species as northern pike, sturgeon and muskellunge to the tributaries, embayments and open
waters of Lake Erie.

The strategic recommendations also focus on the improvement of services and facilities offered along the North
Coast. Whereas facilities for shoreline fishing access appear adequate to meet the demand, a great deal can be
done to improve the efficiency, aesthetics and safety of these sites.

Walleye:  0.35�

Yellow Perch:  3.0�

Smallmouth Bass:  0.5�

� White Bass:  2.0

Fishing 39

“Ohio should fully take advantage of this opportunity to return
such species as northern pike, sturgeon and muskellunge to the
tributaries, embayments and open waters of Lake Erie.”



 Lake Erie Fishing Recommendations

Angler Success Protect critical fish spawn-
ing areas within Lake Erie
and its watershed

(F - 1)  Identify, designate and enforce special
protection areas for offshore reefs, nearshore areas
and tributaries that are essential for the propaga-
tion of Lake Erie sportfish by 2010. ODNR, Ohio
General Assembly

More public education concerning various fishing issues would benefit
Ohioan’s fish enjoyment and safety. We need to ensure that the fishing
public receives accurate and understandable information concerning
any consumption advisories pertainable to Lake Erie sportfish. Next,
there is a need to provide the best information concerning available
locations, safe practices and emergency procedures for the increasingly
popular sport of ice fishing. Finally, assistance in teaching new genera-
tions on the enjoyment, safety and good stewardship of fishing needs
to continue.

● Special Protection Areas will be protected from
inappropriate development, waste disposal,
overfishing and mineral extraction damages.

Restore healthy and
productive populations
of historically important
native sportfish

(F - 2)  Reestablish viable fisheries for Lake
Sturgeon, Muskellunge and Northern Pike
by 2025. ODNR

● Evaluate and establish catch rate goals for
2005 management plan.

Create additional offshore
fish bottom habitat

(F - 3)  Evaluate the impacts and effectiveness of
offshore artificial reefs as a method for expanding
fisheries in Lake Erie. ODNR, Lake Erie Commis-
sion, Ohio Sea Grant

Shoreline Fishing Provide sufficient quantity
and quality of public shore-
line fishing opportunities

(F - 4)  Establish an objective for Shoreline Fishing
for inclusion in the 2003 Lake Erie Quality Index.
Then, implement a program to achieve the LEQI
objective by 2010. ODNR

LEQI Metric Strategic Objective       Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties
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● To the extent feasible, hydrological connections
should be maintained or reestablished.



(F - 5)  Evaluate all state fishing facilities and make
necessary improvements by 2005. This effort will
emphasize: ODNR

LEQI Metric  Strategic Objective      Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

● Installation of weather protection structures
(roofs and wind blocks).

Shoreline Fishing
(Continued)

● Safety and handicap accessibility of approaches
and fishing areas.

● Restroom facilities.

● Cleaning tables and refuse disposal.

● Aesthetics and natural landscaping of facilities
and surroundings.

Fishing
Satisfaction

Provide better information
to the public concerning
fish consumption advisories

(F - 6)  Provide timely and consistent publication and
dissemination of fish consumption advisory information
by 2001. (See WQ - 2) ODNR, ODH, OEPA

Fishing
Participation

Maintain 6.675 million boat
hours annually for Lake Erie
sport fishing

(F - 7)  Develop portable program and equipment
for a beginner fishing class that can be implemented
through existing clubs and organizations by 2003.
ODNR

Fishing 41

Dr. Jeffrey M. Reutter

 Lake Erie Fishing Recommendations - Cont.

● Maintain and expand Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs
program and other programs to promote fishing.

(F - 8)  Produce and widely disseminate a guide-
book on “smart” ice fishing that includes public
access points, parking availability and associated
services by 2001. ODNR

Promote safe ice fishing

Provide sufficient quantity
and quality of public shore-
line fishing opportunities
(Continued)



Beaches
As Lake Erie water quality has steadily improved over the past

25 years, the beaches along the North Coast have become a
very popular place to be again. Last year, more than 1.4 million

visitors enjoyed the nine public beaches on Lake Erie operated by the
State of Ohio.

Three issues concern Ohioans regarding their Lake Erie beaches. First,
they wish there were more of them. Of Ohio’s 262 miles of Lake Erie
shoreline, only 6.7 miles (roughly 3%) is publicly accessible beach.

Public beaches are a rare commodity in Ohio for a number of reasons.
First and foremost is the scarcity of sand. Many of the state’s beaches
need to be regularly supplemented with outside sources of sand or
they would quickly disappear. Second, a high percentage of the Lake
Erie shoreline from Huron eastward is shale cliff with high, abrupt
drops to the lake below.  Abnormally high lake levels in recent years
further limit the number of sites where beaches can be developed and
maintained. Finally, much of the suitable beachfront that does exist is
private property. The lakefront has always been a highly desirable place
to live – even more so for beachfront property.

Facilities at many beaches need upgrading. A laundry list of needed
improvements includes more and cleaner restroom and changing rooms,
better food and recreation concessions, and more maintenance and/or
cleaning of existing facilities.

Finally, people interviewed were most concerned with personal safety
while at the beach. This concern encompassed the need for more
lifeguards, as well as the need for additional security for both them-
selves and their property while visiting a beach.

Arnold W. Ehrsam

As measured by the Lake Erie Quality Index, satisfaction levels
with Lake Erie beaches are relatively high. The primary challenge
ahead is to improve existing beaches and develop new publicly

Lake Erie Quality Index Goals:

❖ Attain a score of “excellent” on the standardized
Lake Erie Quality Index beach survey.

❖ An objective for Beach Availability has not yet
been developed.



Increase the availability of
public beaches along the
Ohio Lake Erie shoreline

(BCH - 1)  Establish an objective for Beach Avail-
ability for inclusion in the 2003 Lake Erie Quality
Index. Then, implement a program to achieve the
LEQI objective by 2015. ODNR

LEQI Metric  Strategic Objective      Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

Beach
Availability

Beach Satisfaction Improve the quality of Ohio
Lake Erie beaches

(BCH - 2)  Evaluate and make necessary improvements
at all state-managed beaches by 2010 to include: ODNR

(BCH - 3)  Organize local sponsorship and
stewardship programs to maintain state managed
beaches by 2005. ODNR

accessible beaches – both in number of beaches and total shoreline miles.
Ohio DNR is presently completing an inventory of existing beaches and will
evaluate locations for possible future beach development. Any such develop-
ment must include an evaluation of any adverse impacts on adjoining areas.

Facility improvements such as improved access, parking, concessions, beach
services, safety and security will be undertaken. By improving the quality
of services offered at Lake Erie’s beaches, and expanding those services
to include any additional beaches, if needed, Ohioans’ enjoyment of their
North Coast beaches should improve.

safety and security�

services�

concessions�

improved access�

parking�

Beaches 43

 Lake Erie Beaches Recommendations

Reestablish or maintain new public beaches using
beach nourishment technologies where feasible.
�

Seek partnerships with local governments and
organizations to provide public access to beaches.
�

Inventory beaches to produce an accurate assessment of
available public swimming beaches and public demand.
�

Prioritize the acquisition of available tracts of Lake Erie
beach properties and acquire them from willing sellers.
�



Tourism
The beauty and excitement of Lake Erie attracts millions of visitors

each year.  Whether exploring the unique island communities or
enjoying the lively nightlife of the Cleveland Flats, tourists are

drawn to the unique and appealing activities offered along Lake Erie.

The Lake Erie Quality Index, released in 1998, rated the quality of tourism
along Ohio’s North Coast as “excellent.” According to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development’s Division of Travel and Tourism, direct sales from
tourism in Ohio’s seven Lake Erie counties totaled more than $1.5 billion
in 1996 and supported some 50,000 jobs with a payroll of approximately
$638 million. The marketing efforts of many private and public organiza-
tions have dramatically improved North Coast tourism and the overall
economic vitality of the Lake Erie region.

Doreen Kirk

Data collected from local businesses suggest that the tourism industry
in the Lake Erie area has boomed over the past two decades. Continued
improvements to Lake Erie water quality, clarity and enhanced facilities
for lake activities such as swimming, fishing, beaches and camping should
attract still more people and dollars to our North Coast.

The greatest opportunity for future growth along the North Coast lies in
developing our cultural and eco-tourism assets. Bird-watching in a coastal
wildlife preserve, walking a wetland boardwalk, hiking a park trail or paddling
along one of the hundreds of watershed tributaries are all eco-tourism activities.

Studies show that eco-tourists spend more money than any other
type of visitor. In Ottawa County alone, eco-tourists spend $5.6 million
annually on lodging, meals, gasoline and other purchases. Eco-tourism
also strategically complements Ohio’s need to preserve green space
and restore suitable habitat for wildlife and rare plant communities.

The recommended strategic actions focus on increased marketing and
promotion of tourism destinations found along the Lake Erie shoreline.
To best benefit from eco-tourism, the natural areas around Lake Erie
should be publicized and made more accessible. Increases in signage and
available maps or travel plans should increase eco-tourism in the area.
Eco-tourism also places additional demands on personnel, requiring
naturalists and staff for kiosks and travel sites. Also, existing routes such
as the Lake Erie Circle Tour should be expanded and publicized.

❖ Maintain the level of Lake Erie tourism at $1.6 billion (1997 dollars)
with an annual rate of increase of 4%.

Lake Erie Quality Index Goal:



4

Obtain an annual
real tourism growth
rate of 4% in Ohio’s
Lake Erie counties
(as measured by
the Lake Erie Quality
Index protocol)

(T - 1)  Implement comprehensive program to promote cultural and
eco-tourism as tools to expand Lake Erie tourism revenues and
conserve natural and cultural resources by 2002. ODOD, ODNR,
Lake Erie Commission

LEQI Metric Strategic Objective Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

Tourism

(T - 3)  Enhance the Lake Erie Circle Tour by 2003. ODOT, Lake
Erie Commission, ODOD

Tourism 45

Another exciting opportunity for North Coast tourism is the resurrection of
the Great Lakes cruise industry. Our region’s combination of expansive
freshwater seas, vibrant cities and quaint waterfront towns is enticing travellers
from around the world. In recent years, many ocean-going cruise liners
have been adding the Great Lakes to their summer schedules. Ohio should
take advantage of this growing trend by assisting in marketing Lake Erie
destinations as cruising ports-of-call.

(T - 2)  Support the reestablishment of the Great Lakes cruising industry.

Provide training to business owners, local officials and natural
resource managers to better capture eco-tourism dollars.

�

Provide grants for signage, trails, landscaping, security, access
and parking at suitable natural areas and cultural landmarks.

�

Increase state staffing of naturalists to provide better customer
service to eco-tourists at state facilities.

�

Partner with county tourism bureaus in developing and implement-
ing a comprehensive strategic plan to promote cultural and
eco-tourism.

�

Review ways to improve signage to tourism attractions along
the lake and tributaries. ODOT

�

Ensure route appears on state road maps.�

Maintain and improve signage to ensure that the Lake Erie
Circle Tour is recognized at major intersections.

�

Enhance appearance of Tour destinations through kiosks,
shelters, signage, etc.

�

Incorporate adjoining bikeways/hikeways, natural preserves
and cultural landmarks with Lake Erie Circle Tour.

�

Work to attract cruise liners into the Great Lakes and include
Ohio ports-of-call in their cruise itineraries.

�

 Lake Erie Tourism Recommendations



Shipping
The industrial/commercial seaports along the Ohio shores of

Lake Erie are a vital component of the North Coast economy –
providing employment, tax revenues and a reliable means of

exporting and importing raw materials and finished goods for hundreds
of businesses throughout the Midwest. The breadth of businesses involved
in the shipping industry includes:  freight forwarding, ship supply, towing
and pilotage, fueling, marine surveying, chemical testing, ship construction
and repair, longshoremen services, terminal facility operations, ware-
housing, trucking and financial services. In 1995, the Ohio seaports
of Lake Erie employed nearly 19,000 workers, moved more than 57
million tons of cargo across their docks and generated slightly over
$1.0 billion in direct revenues.

Another benefit of the shipping industry to Lake Erie and its watershed
is the high efficiency of waterborne transportation. If you ever stood
next to a modern Great Lakes freighter, you can imagine the great

quantity of coal, iron ore or
limestone it can move on each
trip. In fact, moving the 65,000
tons of bulk cargo that will fill
a 1,000 foot lake freighter would
require more than 600 rail cars
or 1,500 trucks. This reduction in
air pollution and traffic congestion
on our highways is enormous.

The role of the Great Lakes ports
in the world economy has been
evolving since the opening of
the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1955.
One of the biggest challenges
currently facing lake ports is the
trend in the shipping industry
toward larger, deep draft ships.
The larger ships cannot use the
current St. Lawrence Seaway lock

system. Consequently, there has been a shift in cargo movements to the
coastal ports. While Ohio ports still have not recovered to the level of
revenues generated in the 1970s and 1980s, they have seen increases in
revenues in recent years by responding with new port strategies. To ensure
this continued growth, Ohio seaports must continue to develop innova-
tive strategies to address the needs of Ohio industries in the 21st century
and secure their role in the global economy.

Arnold W. Ehrsam
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Ohio seaports perform a valuable role in the value-added process
as both a destination for raw materials as well as a distributor of
finished goods. Industries could reduce their transportation costs
by locating at one of the many available industrial properties found
in all Ohio Lake Erie industrial seaports. To assist in the development
of these sites, policies and programs that stimulate the redevelopment
of brownfield sites will significantly enhance the overall role of seaports
and their economic benefits to Ohio.

The State also can be instrumental in the
formation of a St. Lawrence Seaway market-
ing and Advocacy Group to develop this
instrumental asset to its fullest potential.

Finally, state government can assist the
ports by continuing to partner with local
port authorities in strategic planning,
improving land side access and upgrading cargo handling equipment.
These efforts will help make Ohio seaports more competitive.

Attain a level of Ohio Lake Erie Port Revenues
of $1.2 billion (1995 dollars) as measured by the
Lake Erie Quality Index protocol.

�

Lake Erie Quality Index Goal:

Shipping Increase composite Lake Erie
annual seaport revenues to
$1.2 billion (1995 dollars) as
measured by the Lake Erie
Quality Index protocol

(S - 1)  Implement Ship Ohio Program by 2002.
ODOD, Ohio General Assembly

LEQI Metric Strategic Objective       Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

● Establish position of Ship Ohio coordinator
within Ohio Department of Development.

● Support the development and use
of Ohio’s ports.

 Lake Erie Shipping Recommendations

“Ohio seaports perform a valuable role in the value-added process
as both a destination for raw materials as well as a distributor
of finished goods.”



Shipping 

LEQI Metric Strategic Objective       Strategic Actions & Responsible Parties

(S - 2)  Direct Great Lakes regional manage-
ment forums to support interests of Great
Lakes shipping community by 2002. ODOD

Lake Erie Protection & Restoration Plan48

 Lake Erie Shipping Recommendations

Increase composite Lake
       Erie annual seaport revenues

to $1.2 billion (1995 dollars)

(Continued)    
(S - 3)  Include intermodal transportation access
to seaports in strategic highway planning. ODOT

● Develop Ship Great Lakes initiative.

● Encourage the completion of a 50-year
St. Lawrence Seaway strategic plan.

Sharon Bouchonville

as measured by the Lake
Erie Quality Index protocol
(Continued)




