








COUNTRY AND LOCATION QATAR REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA RUSSIA SAUDI ARABIA SINGAPORE SLOVENIA SOLOMON 

ISLANDS

ISLAND (IF AVAILABLE)

SHORELINE & RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Bags (Paper) 1,147 5 85 83 1,177 0 18

Bags (Plastic) 1,647 7,927 92 254 26,006 59 166

Balloons 146 174 2 0 340 0 0

Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 1,145 4,410 58 242 4,932 25 130

Beverage Bottles (Glass) 676 3,652 26 346 2,726 8 79

Beverage Cans 1,264 3,012 37 900 930 19 629

Caps, Lids 1,075 3,765 187 180 3,557 0 145

Clothing, Shoes 348 1,057 31 41 1,991 8 18

Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 1,080 1,887 75 398 3,319 20 0

Food Wrappers/Containers 611 3,257 93 118 12,932 30 112

Pull Tabs 299 129 0 112 286 10 0

6-Pack Holders 40 927 0 0 36 0 0

Shotgun Shells/Wadding 75 45 0 0 229 0 0

Straws, Stirrers 463 1,579 11 21 9,428 5 0

Toys 124 405 9 45 1,037 5 0

Total 10,140 32,231 706 2,740 68,926 189 1,297

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES

Bait Containers/Packaging 56 999 4 3 241 0 0

Bleach/Cleaner Bottles 93 170 0 4 244 3 3

Buoys/Floats 28 6,107 4 2 117 0 0

Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 37 476 0 1 213 0 0

Crates 5 309 22 1 54 1 0

Fishing Line 83 1,245 1 19 276 1 0

Fishing Lures/Light Sticks 37 1,091 0 11 285 2 0

Fishing Nets 46 1,060 0 1 305 3 0

Light Bulbs/Tubes 23 149 2 0 267 0 0

Oil/Lube Bottles 55 325 0 5 123 2 0

Pallets 15 1,180 0 2 54 0 0

Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 50 1,598 35 0 4,275 3 6

Rope 129 2,891 84 4 1,688 2 5

Strapping Bands 28 2,127 2 6 846 4 0

Total 685 19,727 154 59 8,988 21 14

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 1,107 15,703 828 238 18,304 0 26

Cigarette Lighters 91 855 17 19 704 2 13

Cigar Tips 202 298 14 0 1,360 17 0

Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers 201 1,159 36 89 355 6 52

Total 1,601 18,015 895 346 20,723 25 91

DUMPING ACTIVITIES

Appliances (Refrigerators, Washers, etc.) 10 164 1 0 114 0 0

Batteries 57 361 0 3 455 2 23

Building Materials 100 917 23 12 1,263 20 0

Cars/Car Parts 36 95 0 0 134 4 0

55-Gallon Drums 4 90 0 5 21 0 0

Tires 20 243 0 18 95 1 0

Total 227 1,870 24 38 2,082 27 23

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE

Condoms 26 31 1 3 101 0 0

Diapers 151 49 1 19 57 0 11

Syringes 32 27 3 0 36 0 1

Tampons/Tampon Applicators 8 11 0 0 83 0 0

Total 217 118 5 22 277 0 12

MARINE DEBRIS ITEM TOTALS 12,870 71,961 1,784 3,205 100,996 262 1,437

M
AR

IN
E 

DE
BR

IS
 B

RE
AK

DO
W

N 
BY

 C
OU

NT
RI

ES
 A

ND
 L

OC
AT

IO
NS

 (A
ND

 IS
LA

ND
S 

IF
 A

VA
IL

AB
LE

)

40



SOUTH AFRICA SPAIN SRI LANKA ST. VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES SWEDEN SWITZERLAND TANZANIA THAILAND TRINIDAD 

AND TOBAGO

GRENADINES

488 0 4,115 575 5 0 0 1,914 2,431

2,859 2,722 10,270 2,605 39 134 2,300 3,198 6,549

60 94 352 44 1 15 0 379 74

6,035 1,221 5,649 2,185 18 775 575 3,216 15,129

2,948 463 2,091 2,483 23 663 78 3,310 7,604

1,464 824 520 2,143 44 246 245 2,555 2,504

10,564 898 3,103 889 25 218 880 5,074 12,822

638 171 3,346 465 11 50 56 9,054 2,075

1,058 188 491 910 82 186 0 2,018 10,448

2,651 1,108 4,830 990 36 312 1,250 16,763 7,573

96 579 116 55 2 13 20 270 333

61 216 183 34 0 3 0 9 119

83 5 153 7 1 6 0 8 13

2,224 233 4,211 177 0 40 1,727 2,484 1,921

330 58 685 58 15 35 0 235 402

31,559 8,780 40,115 13,620 302 2,696 7,131 50,487 69,997

240 135 318 32 0 30 0 509 287

170 163 453 62 0 11 0 849 327

68 69 1,602 113 4 6 20 814 164

68 14 114 29 1 1 0 622 53

149 134 72 5 0 7 0 15 46

1,822 215 249 21 22 63 0 622 140

160 91 89 14 0 22 0 22 41

97 282 300 21 4 5 0 700 156

116 17 306 137 0 7 0 145 105

122 91 327 338 1 10 0 279 529

25 36 103 23 0 2 0 22 34

164 135 341 22 11 63 0 426 140

2,356 268 408 247 36 40 15 11,411 707

477 112 184 13 7 24 0 701 64

6,034 1,762 4,866 1,077 86 291 35 17,137 2,793

2,450 1,919 14,609 271 70 1,830 3,450 2,128 1,117

220 92 879 27 0 69 26 1,228 424

13 446 485 14 0 37 0 359 496

370 237 999 86 0 99 44 209 671

3,053 2,694 16,972 398 70 2,035 3,520 3,924 2,708

28 12 90 19 1 22 0 907 42

18 29 324 21 1 123 0 421 51

797 342 297 74 27 224 35 813 263

130 21 194 22 17 8 10 316 106

30 8 38 4 0 1 0 0 11

125 41 130 15 31 63 0 157 84

1,128 453 1,073 155 77 441 45 2,614 557

308 82 265 46 0 38 30 22 159

29 50 194 33 3 11 0 48 289

6 2 167 6 0 6 0 16 70

82 181 231 5 17 20 0 10 77

425 315 857 90 20 75 30 96 595

42,199 14,004 63,883 15,340 555 5,538 10,761 74,258 76,650



COUNTRY AND LOCATION TURKEY UKRAINE UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

ISLAND (IF AVAILABLE) ST. CROIX ST. JOHN ST. THOMAS

SHORELINE & RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Bags (Paper) 1,384 6 699 78,417 778 32 1,822

Bags (Plastic) 2,430 31 8,440 229,758 1,902 274 3,965

Balloons 68 0 1,744 38,181 308 4 67

Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 1,540 22 12,819 210,568 2,228 547 3,571

Beverage Bottles (Glass) 464 14 2,092 168,849 2,629 287 3,111

Beverage Cans 749 0 670 163,441 1,903 271 2,212

Caps, Lids 1,732 0 26,751 379,589 3,850 787 4,293

Clothing, Shoes 152 2 3,723 46,634 788 124 876

Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 103 24 4,267 167,108 2,267 201 2,671

Food Wrappers/Containers 516 0 32,170 397,231 1,961 443 2,902

Pull Tabs 757 0 103 36,538 364 46 241

6-Pack Holders 323 0 478 10,995 84 7 90

Shotgun Shells/Wadding 6 0 1,692 19,060 381 5 30

Straws, Stirrers 320 0 6,963 155,659 848 267 2,968

Toys 78 2 1,656 41,278 306 26 254

Total 10,622 101 104,267 2,143,306 20,597 3,321 29,073

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES

Bait Containers/Packaging 14 0 689 19,880 93 10 33

Bleach/Cleaner Bottles 132 0 1,180 7,152 162 67 190

Buoys/Floats 16 0 621 12,844 77 79 109

Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 11 0 44 5,285 45 3 31

Crates 13 0 616 2,347 37 8 46

Fishing Line 13 4 9,902 36,910 206 53 186

Fishing Lures/Light Sticks 6 0 326 11,059 54 2 18

Fishing Nets 16 0 19,504 5,539 238 43 114

Light Bulbs/Tubes 23 0 162 4,589 80 3 22

Oil/Lube Bottles 49 0 456 7,478 194 42 121

Pallets 1 0 108 1,637 56 5 83

Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 38 0 8 25,889 261 72 248

Rope 27 0 22,507 44,409 863 382 365

Strapping Bands 11 0 2,691 15,737 88 56 42

Total 370 4 58,814 200,755 2,454 825 1,608

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 26,455 700 11,485 1,362,741 627 1,575 2,196

Cigarette Lighters 172 5 1,444 18,555 210 41 227

Cigar Tips 8 0 9 74,399 281 59 433

Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers 357 6 1,282 36,397 125 22 371

Total 26,992 711 14,220 1,492,092 1,243 1,697 3,227

DUMPING ACTIVITIES

Appliances (Refrigerators, Washers, etc.) 14 0 1,088 1,523 37 0 59

Batteries 98 0 8 5,715 45 1 33

Building Materials 112 0 2,713 58,448 306 28 339

Cars/Car Parts 54 0 280 8,258 196 6 246

55-Gallon Drums 2 0 52 499 9 0 2

Tires 48 0 322 8,243 216 45 62

Total 328 0 4,463 82,686 809 80 741

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE

Condoms 10 0 240 7,136 174 18 328

Diapers 20 0 184 4,965 145 1 127

Syringes 12 0 241 2,387 14 0 8

Tampons/Tampon Applicators 11 0 3,079 12,528 8 3 42

Total 53 0 3,744 27,016 341 22 505

MARINE DEBRIS ITEM TOTALS 38,365 816 185,508 3,945,855 25,444 5,945 35,154



US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS VANUATU VENEZUELA VIETNAM COUNTRY AND 

LOCATION TOTALS

TOTAL

2,632 15 2,500 0 530,607

6,141 5 702 400 1,377,141

379 0 18 0 77,721

6,346 0 3,715 5 714,892

6,027 15 4,475 0 434,990

4,386 5 731 10 401,412

8,930 0 6,746 0 937,804

1,788 0 187 20 198,807

5,139 0 1,273 0 441,053

5,306 0 1,121 500 942,620

651 0 481 0 266,986

181 0 115 0 35,461

416 0 12 0 31,974

4,083 0 1,237 35 509,593

586 0 65 0 88,211

52,991 40 23,378 970 6,989,272

136 0 414 0 38,579

419 400 64 0 40,684

265 0 28 0 47,808

79 0 0 0 13,712

91 0 23 0 8,351

445 100 46 30 72,941

74 0 3 0 21,797

395 0 5 0 39,576

105 0 4 15 13,125

357 0 99 0 27,214

144 0 27 0 9,096

581 0 19 0 71,406

1,610 0 28 500 157,066

186 0 2 0 37,361

4,887 500 762 545 598,716

4,398 0 780 0 3,216,991

478 0 107 10 56,491

773 0 0 0 143,790

518 0 222 20 118,629

6,167 0 1,109 30 3,535,901

96 0 3 0 8,408

79 0 16 0 27,099

673 0 42 0 115,549

448 0 12 0 27,373

11 0 1 0 2,144

323 0 8 0 26,585

1,630 0 82 0 207,158

520 0 2 0 27,862

273 25 220 0 43,389

22 0 15 0 10,817

53 0 37 0 25,971

868 25 274 0 108,039

66,543 565 25,605 1,545 11,439,086
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LAND UNDERWATER TOTAL

COUNTRY AND LOCATION ISLAND PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES

Argentina 1,243 11,968.9 7.0 - - - 1,243 11,968.9 7.0

Aruba 112 1,432.3 1.6 32 224.5 0.3 144 1,656.8 1.9

Australia 426 6,920.3 23.8 310 4,762.0 8.4 736 11,682.3 32.2

Austria 3 2.2 2.4 40 1,060.4 4.1 43 1,062.6 6.5

Bahamas Abaco 519 6,450.0 28.5 3 20.0 0.3 522 6,470.0 28.8

Nassau 859 38,900.0 6.3 150 9,000.0 2.0 1,009 47,900.0 8.3

Total 1,378 45,350.0 34.8 153 9,020.0 2.3 1,531 54,370.0 37.1

Bahrain 11 13.2 0.9 21 94.8 0.4 32 108.0 1.3

Bangladesh 391 1,049.8 72.6 - - - 391 1,049.8 72.6

Barbados 60 3,991.5 1.8 16 230.0 0.1 76 4,221.5 1.9

Belgium 33 152.1 11.6 139 4,105.0 6.7 172 4,257.1 18.3

Belize 992 28,699.0 26.6 - - - 992 28,699.0 26.6

Bermuda 194 1,998.0 4.0 6 200.0 0.1 200 2,198.0 4.1

Brazil 11,534 122,601.3 2,937.6 197 1,175.1 1.2 11,731 123,776.4 2,938.8

British Virgin Islands Cooper Island 7 20.0 - 16 30.0 - 23 50.0 -

Tortola 223 5,706.0 5.6 - - - 223 5,706.0 5.6

Virgin Gorda 22 1,000.0 1.0 - - - 22 1,000.0 1.0

Total 252 6,726.0 6.6 16 30.0 - 268 6,756.0 6.6

Canada 33,919 306,648.9 1,734.5 401 8,776.7 6.0 34,320 315,425.6 1,740.5

Cayman Islands Grand Cayman 6 500.0 0.1 22 200.0 0.1 28 700.0 0.2

Chile 3,279 138,655.7 68.3 17 628.3 0.6 3,296 139,284.0 68.9

China 1,134 2,775.8 1.7 29 50.7 0.1 1,163 2,826.5 1.8

Colombia 362 2,848.4 1.9 62 1,378.1 37.9 424 4,226.5 39.8

Cook Islands 60 1,102.3 0.9 21 440.9 0.3 81 1,543.2 1.2

Costa Rica 426 5,608.4 6.6 4 44.1 0.3 430 5,652.5 6.9

Croatia 56 2,050.3 2.8 - - - 56 2,050.3 2.8

Cyprus 380 4,362.8 4.7 130 1,744.3 5.8 510 6,107.1 10.5

Denmark - - 0 19 152.1 1.8 19 152.1 1.8

Dominica 561 18,933.0 23.8 - - - 561 18,933.0 23.8

Dominican Republic 2,220 56,845.7 16.6 54 3,527.4 0.5 2,274 60,373.1 17.1

East Timor 38 440.9 0.2 15 55.1 0.2 53 496.0 0.4

Ecuador 8,313 52,806.2 83.3 66 3,222.3 0.8 8,379 56,028.5 84.1

Egypt 433 4,280.7 12.8 388 3,319.5 7.8 821 7,600.2 20.6

Estonia 55 3,720.5 2.6 50 3,704.6 0.6 105 7,425.1 3.2

Fiji 145 5,426.2 4.3 17 176.4 2.6 162 5,602.6 6.9

Finland 104 1,609.4 0.9 50 1,388.9 0.8 154 2,998.3 1.7

France 49 557.8 4.0 61 1,907.0 1.6 110 2,464.8 5.6

French Polynesia 20 440.9 2.5 12 661.4 0.6 32 1,102.3 3.1

Germany 291 4,290.2 51.7 377 18,466.3 39.7 668 22,756.5 91.4

Ghana 200 200.0 0.5 - - - 200 200.0 0.5

Greece 2,155 28,761.9 33.7 165 6,541.9 4.1 2,320 35,303.8 37.8

Grenada 45 790.0 15.9 14 179.4 1.0 59 969.4 16.9

Guam 3,366 32,171.0 2.1 85 340.0 0.3 3,451 32,511.0 2.4

Guatemala 146 1,716.0 0.4 40 1,716.0 0.4 186 3,432.0 0.8

Guyana 104 1,485.0 2.0 - - - 104 1,485.0 2.0

Honduras 41 1,525.0 0.7 10 200.0 0.2 51 1,725.0 0.9

Hong Kong 2,892 28,735.3 34.5 7 44.1 1.9 2,899 28,779.4 36.4

Hungary 45 1,763.7 0.2 20 220.5 0.1 65 1,984.2 0.3

India 6,132 21,953.4 247.6 15 41.9 0.6 6,147 21,995.3 248.2

Indonesia 287 2,410.5 4.3 78 200.6 2.4 365 2,611.1 6.7

Iran 115 1,132.6 4.4 45 1,224.8 3.4 160 2,357.4 7.8

Ireland 96 639.3 0.6 - - - 96 639.3 0.6

Israel 1,627 47,178.9 15.1 54 1,278.7 2.4 1,681 48,457.6 17.5

Italy 543 8,115.2 18.3 365 5,584.3 11.1 908 13,699.5 29.4

Jamaica 1,787 23,207.1 23.3 25 1,379.2 0.7 1,812 24,586.3 24.0

Japan 13,516 68,387.5 44.5 371 17,727.5 5.8 13,887 86,115.0 50.3

Jordan 6 44.1 0.1 25 465.0 0.1 31 509.1 0.2

Kenya 5,959 30,911.0 219.3 - - - 5,959 30,911.0 219.3

Kuwait 22 39.7 0.1 12 15.4 - 34 55.1 0.1

Malaysia 1,278 23,922.5 10.0 261 895.1 3.7 1,539 24,817.6 13.7
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LAND UNDERWATER TOTAL

COUNTRY AND LOCATION ISLAND PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES

Maldives 142 1,388.9 10.8 247 4,455.5 10.7 389 5,844.4 21.5

Malta 57 630.1 1.8 96 3,046.3 1.9 153 3,676.4 3.7

Marshall Islands 21 80.0 - 18 20.0 - 39 100.0 -

Mauritius 12 308.7 0.6 12 308.7 0.6 24 617.4 1.2

Mexico 9,235 138,765.7 87.4 308 3,648.1 12.1 9,543 142,413.8 99.5

Mozambique 95 1,027.4 4.4 7 11.0 0.3 102 1,038.4 4.7

Netherlands Antilles Bonaire 62 1,680.0 1.1 39 150.0 0.2 101 1,830.0 1.3

Curacao 21 68.3 0.4 101 2,700.7 0.8 122 2,769.0 1.2

St. Eustatius 20 455.5 0.9 - - - 20 455.5 0.9

St. Maarten 826 3,351.1 0.3 - - - 826 3,351.1 0.3

Total 929 5,555.0 2.7 140 2,850.7 1.0 1,069 8,405.7 3.7

Netherlands 43 1,479.3 11.6 170 2,918.9 11.0 213 4,398.2 22.6

New Zealand 138 888.5 5.5 109 1,728.4 2.2 247 2,616.9 7.7

Nicaragua 1,287 16,961.0 25.3 - - - 1,287 16,961.0 25.3

Nigeria 429 64,416.9 51.6 - - - 429 64,416.9 51.6

Northern Mariana Islands 312 559.0 0.5 - - - 312 559.0 0.5

Oman 86 1,455.1 7.9 47 1,422.0 5.4 133 2,877.1 13.3

Palau 85 2,000.0 3.0 - - - 85 2,000.0 3.0

Paraguay 60 4,257.1 0.1 - - - 60 4,257.1 0.1

Philippines 37,238 616,050.8 311.3 490 5,891.6 6.6 37,728 621,942.4 317.9

Poland 336 11,367.0 9.0 141 4,541.5 622.6 477 15,908.5 631.6

Portugal 45 2,491.2 4.0 108 3,507.6 3.4 153 5,998.8 7.4

Puerto Rico 8,521 197,330.5 170.7 116 3,405.0 4.9 8,637 200,735.5 175.6

Qatar 560 3,086.5 0.6 80 176.4 0.1 640 3,262.9 0.7

Republic of Korea 5,954 527,200.2 27.3 135 6,721.9 0.2 6,089 533,922.1 27.5

Russia 192 96.9 0.2 - - - 192 96.9 0.2

Saudi Arabia 40 1,212.5 1.1 50 1,000.0 0.5 90 2,212.5 1.6

Seychelles 40 297.6 0.1 - - - 40 297.6 0.1

Singapore 2,448 21,119.0 10.4 - - - 2,448 21,119.0 10.4

Slovakia 5 66.1 0.1 12 44.1 0.1 17 110.2 0.2

Slovenia 14 110.2 0.2 44 1,190.5 0.3 58 1,300.7 0.5

Solomon Islands 23 275.6 1.7 - - - 23 275.6 1.7

South Africa 6,772 20,771.5 55.4 231 1,550.7 1.3 7,003 22,322.2 56.7

Spain 341 4,014.6 32.3 276 4,929.0 16.3 617 8,943.6 48.6

Sri Lanka 632 6,787.4 - - - - 632 6,787.4 -

St. Kitts and Nevis Nevis 135 2,809.3 9.2 17 52.1 0.8 152 2,861.4 10.0

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Grenadines 289 4,636.5 9.6 - - - 289 4,636.5 9.6

Sweden 29 125.7 2.5 30 782.6 0.4 59 908.3 2.9

Switzerland 76 1,142.0 11.1 227 8,430.5 10.3 303 9,572.5 21.4

Taiwan 60 66.1 0.3 60 485.0 0.3 120 551.1 0.6

Tanzania 99 1,446.2 0.9 - - - 99 1,446.2 0.9

Thailand 2,406 21,845.6 18.6 716 9,122.7 6.6 3,122 30,968.3 25.2

Trinidad and Tobago Trinidad 1,186 12,850.5 9.7 - - - 1,186 12,850.5 9.7

Tobago 282 3,994.4 7.6 38 92.7 2.6 320 4,087.1 10.2

Total 1,468 16,844.9 17.3 38 92.7 2.6 1,506 16,937.6 19.9

Turkey 1,710 8,096.1 20.6 42 3,886.1 1.0 1,752 11,982.2 21.6

Ukraine 7 123.5 0.1 10 94.8 0.1 17 218.3 0.2

United Arab Emirates 87 - 1.8 60 - 8.0 147 - 9.8

United Kingdom 5,684 44,413.7 114.3 146 765.9 1.2 5,830 45,179.6 115.5

United States 181,240 3,628,924.6 9,044.3 1,954 32,530.8 70.5 183,194 3,661,455.4 9,114.8

United States Virgin Islands St. Croix 526 1,803.7 11.2 19 230.0 1.7 545 2,033.7 12.9

St. John 143 4,292.0 10.1 - - - 143 4,292.0 10.1

St. Thomas 706 12,272.0 19.9 - - - 706 12,272.0 19.9

Total 1,375 18,367.7 41.2 19 230.0 1.7 1,394 18,597.7 42.9

Uruguay - - - 31 13.2 - 31 13.2 -

Vanuatu 300 1,763.7 - 26 440.9 0.2 326 2,204.6 0.2

Venezuela 355 11,561.0 5.6 76 432.1 0.5 431 11,993.1 6.1

Vietnam 21 250.0 - - - - 21 250.0 -

COUNTRY AND LOCATION TOTALS 380,275 6,584,365.3 15,968.1 10,606 219,527.6 975.6 390,881 6,803,892.9 16,943.7

TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNTRIES AND LOCATIONS: 104



COUNTRY AND LOCATION ALABAMA ALASKA ARIZONA ARKANSAS CALIFORNIA COLORADO CONNECTICUT

SHORELINE & RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Bags (Paper) 2,968 0 338 3 24,194 7 1,124

Bags (Plastic) 5,987 7 717 46 52,544 69 5,187

Balloons 654 0 22 2 8,987 8 902

Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 9,343 0 1,272 15 24,282 34 5,598

Beverage Bottles (Glass) 6,990 32 1,088 23 31,774 39 3,161

Beverage Cans 8,359 32 1,509 148 23,090 18 3,413

Caps, Lids 8,000 0 1,116 20 83,069 53 7,869

Clothing, Shoes 1,413 9 187 13 12,185 22 1,082

Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 4,745 0 468 153 34,354 55 4,451

Food Wrappers/Containers 6,420 15 749 24 114,758 89 16,488

Pull Tabs 1,037 0 943 2 10,448 4 899

6-Pack Holders 750 0 31 2 1,780 2 123

Shotgun Shells/Wadding 437 0 23 0 5,590 17 287

Straws, Stirrers 2,162 0 330 2 33,170 17 3,316

Toys 1,384 14 50 14 10,558 4 1,091

Total 60,649 109 8,843 467 470,783 438 54,991

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES

Bait Containers/Packaging 519 0 45 1 2,961 6 560

Bleach/Cleaner Bottles 422 0 31 0 811 2 69

Buoys/Floats 543 2 9 0 1,583 4 574

Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 128 2 0 0 358 0 38

Crates 113 1 9 0 532 3 42

Fishing Line 947 0 167 85 6,466 9 893

Fishing Lures/Light Sticks 433 3 117 13 1,385 0 180

Fishing Nets 188 3 14 0 739 0 71

Light Bulbs/Tubes 282 0 8 0 1,037 0 72

Oil/Lube Bottles 511 6 21 0 866 0 65

Pallets 51 0 1 0 428 0 12

Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 894 0 15 1 5,715 5 395

Rope 1,484 8 38 3 5,968 7 450

Strapping Bands 506 0 22 2 3,838 2 189

Total 7,021 25 497 105 32,687 38 3,610

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 17,938 20 2,179 117 340,221 43 26,948

Cigarette Lighters 597 3 23 0 4,709 5 473

Cigar Tips 838 0 74 0 16,574 24 1,287

Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers 1,205 5 147 9 9,025 21 792

Total 20,578 28 2,423 126 370,529 93 29,500

DUMPING ACTIVITIES

Appliances (Refrigerators, Washers, etc.) 68 0 0 0 313 0 12

Batteries 269 6 38 1 1,517 2 66

Building Materials 4,106 3 40 1 20,513 3 996

Cars/Car Parts 333 1 158 0 1,824 0 145

55-Gallon Drums 23 0 0 0 44 1 2

Tires 292 3 10 8 1,402 2 59

Total 5,091 13 246 10 25,613 8 1,280

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE

Condoms 213 0 3 1 2,032 1 332

Diapers 171 0 155 1 893 0 95

Syringes 49 0 4 0 706 0 70

Tampons/Tampon Applicators 114 0 21 3 1,132 2 226

Total 547 0 183 5 4,763 3 723

MARINE DEBRIS ITEM TOTALS 93,886 175 12,192 713 904,375 580 90,104



DELAWARE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA FLORIDA GEORGIA HAWAII IDAHO ILLINOIS INDIANA KANSAS

982 344 11,336 2 2,474 36 3,237 821 448

4,131 2,228 42,376 52 7,782 104 4,884 540 738

1,059 66 4,404 1 864 1 1,801 1,132 26

4,435 2,957 46,263 380 1,832 155 3,393 1,028 356

2,627 1,292 37,360 196 4,203 101 5,735 1,193 51

2,588 896 33,212 418 2,165 183 4,421 875 235

10,220 2,042 82,314 73 15,919 135 14,086 4,042 117

567 173 8,110 8 1,584 56 1,146 335 37

2,705 1,594 31,033 52 3,820 21 4,945 1,278 130

5,434 3,459 49,403 149 11,376 223 13,160 2,196 403

583 227 7,340 1 1,847 7 1,089 227 25

148 63 2,752 2 214 1 232 55 7

713 2 1,181 2 194 5 137 118 0

2,608 745 35,207 0 2,337 37 5,550 2,416 84

1,297 226 6,078 442 827 53 1,285 322 30

40,097 16,314 398,369 1,778 57,438 1,118 65,101 16,578 2,687

1,260 276 3,534 41 422 30 124 202 0

102 60 1,310 3 211 0 48 27 2

295 38 2,457 1 450 4 34 21 1

41 3 577 0 1,636 0 23 3 0

66 4 397 0 106 1 31 3 0

710 316 6,745 0 3,167 32 139 23 0

603 100 2,513 0 322 4 137 40 0

76 15 1,145 0 615 1 63 7 1

50 9 1,382 0 167 6 42 7 0

150 92 1,480 0 93 2 63 39 8

26 2 251 0 27 0 22 0 0

273 157 6,405 0 416 14 1,131 33 26

639 30 8,661 0 4,278 9 311 151 6

262 19 3,213 0 524 3 291 63 17

4,553 1,121 40,070 45 12,434 106 2,459 619 61

23,178 175,499 197,389 15 68,115 678 49,987 13,191 206

406 108 3,675 8 736 3 402 163 5

1,219 597 16,561 0 1,105 0 3,738 1,600 10

511 256 6,152 57 1,292 30 768 215 33

25,314 176,460 223,777 80 71,248 711 54,895 15,169 254

7 2 251 0 21 0 20 6 0

24 20 972 0 512 2 178 77 0

962 75 7,688 10 775 35 711 106 163

143 31 1,187 0 282 13 173 22 12

9 0 54 1 6 0 5 1 4

145 8 887 0 126 2 73 27 0

1,290 136 11,039 11 1,722 52 1,160 239 179

116 63 1,348 0 211 1 208 60 4

60 36 780 0 192 17 95 34 4

56 23 499 0 37 0 20 13 0

299 83 934 1 86 1 240 292 1

531 205 3,561 1 526 19 563 399 9

71,785 194,236 676,816 1,915 143,368 2,006 124,178 33,004 3,190
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COUNTRY AND LOCATION LOUISIANA MAINE MARYLAND MASSACHUSETTS MICHIGAN MINNESOTA MISSISSIPPI

SHORELINE & RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Bags (Paper) 1,577 800 903 1,425 1,995 702 2,175

Bags (Plastic) 2,308 2,023 1,568 9,391 5,601 1,373 6,174

Balloons 171 313 833 1,990 3,010 180 464

Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 4,100 1,350 4,538 5,588 1,985 596 5,605

Beverage Bottles (Glass) 2,214 1,047 1,181 2,946 1,434 567 5,164

Beverage Cans 2,121 702 1,939 3,969 1,298 841 4,752

Caps, Lids 4,279 1,602 3,344 11,194 10,389 838 4,717

Clothing, Shoes 758 318 388 1,186 868 334 1,288

Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 2,501 1,128 1,504 4,594 3,754 638 2,815

Food Wrappers/Containers 3,396 3,482 2,659 13,292 14,087 3,698 5,412

Pull Tabs 673 208 255 599 769 94 495

6-Pack Holders 239 40 54 133 155 23 338

Shotgun Shells/Wadding 127 326 427 619 762 72 144

Straws, Stirrers 2,022 525 1,016 4,720 5,162 487 1,452

Toys 443 318 352 1,605 1,140 157 547

Total 26,929 14,182 20,961 63,251 52,409 10,600 41,542

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES

Bait Containers/Packaging 286 229 211 492 487 40 324

Bleach/Cleaner Bottles 179 161 101 376 70 14 344

Buoys/Floats 263 1,021 131 976 134 16 316

Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 48 492 44 351 3 0 115

Crates 36 54 14 77 14 0 109

Fishing Line 261 157 467 1,285 641 45 534

Fishing Lures/Light Sticks 131 66 169 397 216 22 165

Fishing Nets 74 136 14 802 39 10 168

Light Bulbs/Tubes 154 20 41 53 52 6 202

Oil/Lube Bottles 180 159 220 149 58 20 374

Pallets 132 12 6 34 16 2 112

Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 302 505 110 606 812 480 657

Rope 466 2,966 302 4,388 565 41 826

Strapping Bands 191 712 137 942 360 51 287

Total 2,703 6,690 1,967 10,928 3,467 747 4,533

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 3,953 10,466 3,264 37,683 60,624 11,479 13,432

Cigarette Lighters 226 102 249 545 334 138 269

Cigar Tips 727 199 547 1,231 5,436 767 1,052

Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers 363 272 246 802 857 422 1,071

Total 5,269 11,039 4,306 40,261 67,251 12,806 15,824

DUMPING ACTIVITIES

Appliances (Refrigerators, Washers, etc.) 27 5 5 6 9 5 73

Batteries 131 45 41 83 45 23 105

Building Materials 2,638 1,471 203 907 870 493 3,454

Cars/Car Parts 194 124 25 172 103 84 358

55-Gallon Drums 18 8 7 3 8 1 38

Tires 49 72 62 65 32 25 235

Total 3,057 1,725 343 1,236 1,067 631 4,263

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE

Condoms 76 32 12 160 125 54 117

Diapers 27 33 48 107 137 27 89

Syringes 43 8 43 75 40 19 15

Tampons/Tampon Applicators 79 60 114 1,063 480 54 66

Total 225 133 217 1,405 782 154 287

MARINE DEBRIS ITEM TOTALS 38,183 33,769 27,794 117,081 124,976 24,938 66,449
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MISSOURI MONTANA NEBRASKA NEVADA NEW HAMPSHIRE NEW JERSEY NEW YORK NORTH CAROLINA OHIO

50 0 254 7 713 1,402 6,584 1,912 714

70 26 1,154 33 2,427 7,101 22,424 5,574 2,580

0 1 22 16 376 1,918 4,062 932 116

158 21 1,267 28 1,163 7,315 21,419 13,909 3,011

246 82 1,391 31 1,709 3,150 15,402 10,385 1,947

346 310 2,122 34 1,836 3,233 13,944 11,408 3,073

11 40 1,166 121 2,901 25,486 33,551 9,439 1,908

16 20 166 27 496 1,156 4,681 1,579 386

12 28 727 44 1,773 8,676 18,074 7,711 2,083

8 85 1,667 240 4,907 14,170 30,957 17,451 4,814

1 10 155 54 377 628 2,596 1,242 224

0 0 35 1 38 310 1,270 617 42

0 0 568 0 191 418 2,189 566 325

11 6 179 41 1,524 10,263 18,740 3,126 900

9 12 68 13 450 2,044 3,631 1,669 270

938 641 10,941 690 20,881 87,270 199,524 87,520 22,393

9 2 627 2 122 360 1,515 2,286 39

1 0 3 1 36 189 518 189 38

0 2 49 6 267 334 1,096 306 55

0 0 0 0 434 38 383 70 1

0 0 1 0 42 215 174 27 8

6 505 824 0 363 1,829 2,870 1,993 28

3 32 103 0 54 746 940 444 38

0 0 7 0 133 111 293 154 17

0 0 7 1 27 95 253 103 25

2 2 26 3 33 274 627 277 79

0 0 0 0 19 52 82 60 28

0 2 52 1 579 95 2,488 888 116

3 4 26 12 2,629 755 2,554 848 60

3 2 13 15 539 474 838 251 57

27 551 1,738 41 5,277 5,567 14,631 7,896 589

45 15 2,192 637 58,664 34,871 60,033 23,256 2,807

0 0 51 4 95 679 1,778 602 207

0 0 222 53 576 4,350 4,738 1,196 1,074

8 0 379 15 446 1,021 2,843 1,615 546

53 15 2,844 709 59,781 40,921 69,392 26,669 4,634

1 0 0 3 12 9 110 253 26

3 0 59 0 66 97 475 195 58

3 2 100 2 320 672 3,441 2,504 377

3 0 17 0 99 79 804 376 283

0 10 5 0 0 11 43 41 4

9 2 5 1 35 92 342 1,574 147

19 14 186 6 532 960 5,215 4,943 895

0 0 9 0 45 240 683 133 133

0 2 35 4 43 62 526 593 20

1 0 0 0 10 124 268 19 12

0 0 31 6 62 1,966 2,805 94 357

1 2 75 10 160 2,392 4,282 839 522

1,038 1,223 15,784 1,456 86,631 137,110 293,044 127,867 29,033



COUNTRY AND LOCATION OKLAHOMA OREGON PENNSYLVANIA RHODE ISLAND SOUTH CAROLINA TENNESSEE TEXAS

SHORELINE & RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Bags (Paper) 0 11 1,890 1,704 316 12 2,092

Bags (Plastic) 0 172 6,242 8,354 878 9 6,668

Balloons 1 22 691 1,629 44 0 620

Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 27 183 6,836 7,206 1,291 8 7,030

Beverage Bottles (Glass) 120 53 4,521 4,650 978 20 2,320

Beverage Cans 263 226 5,268 5,542 1,747 15 4,029

Caps, Lids 3 150 6,829 13,138 1,312 39 9,845

Clothing, Shoes 18 36 1,072 1,663 190 1 1,326

Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons 6 67 3,400 5,428 1,578 8 3,993

Food Wrappers/Containers 0 109 15,207 14,490 1,244 28 3,790

Pull Tabs 1 26 574 787 176 17 1,106

6-Pack Holders 2 4 146 219 27 2 662

Shotgun Shells/Wadding 0 12 624 1,344 55 0 699

Straws, Stirrers 1 59 3,678 7,103 340 17 2,254

Toys 3 151 821 1,427 225 0 915

Total 445 1,281 57,799 74,684 10,401 176 47,349

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES

Bait Containers/Packaging 0 28 740 741 73 8 478

Bleach/Cleaner Bottles 0 4 143 416 23 0 1,086

Buoys/Floats 1 12 101 699 178 0 532

Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 0 1 8 341 2 0 85

Crates 0 1 38 51 14 0 129

Fishing Line 2 51 524 2,718 104 6 1,122

Fishing Lures/Light Sticks 7 2 216 594 93 0 546

Fishing Nets 0 1 67 198 10 0 285

Light Bulbs/Tubes 0 1 59 57 52 0 228

Oil/Lube Bottles 0 2 130 169 58 2 696

Pallets 0 1 28 59 10 0 140

Plastic Sheeting/Tarps 0 3 944 561 148 0 605

Rope 0 81 331 2,489 74 0 2,478

Strapping Bands 0 13 199 875 233 0 313

Total 10 201 3,528 9,968 1,072 16 8,723

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 0 869 31,784 47,905 6,320 47 3,316

Cigarette Lighters 0 9 307 605 49 2 552

Cigar Tips 0 9 3,632 2,142 107 0 370

Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers 0 42 1,107 1,214 67 18 399

Total 0 929 36,830 51,866 6,543 67 4,637

DUMPING ACTIVITIES

Appliances (Refrigerators, Washers, etc.) 0 0 46 24 3 0 63

Batteries 0 10 184 77 27 0 98

Building Materials 0 34 839 1,186 195 0 1,345

Cars/Car Parts 0 0 421 180 31 0 184

55-Gallon Drums 0 0 31 8 5 0 42

Tires 0 6 946 90 94 0 129

Total 0 50 2,467 1,565 355 0 1,861

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE

Condoms 0 0 137 175 7 0 222

Diapers 0 2 103 144 6 2 124

Syringes 0 0 29 79 4 0 73

Tampons/Tampon Applicators 0 6 384 848 20 0 336

Total 0 8 653 1,246 37 2 755

MARINE DEBRIS ITEM TOTALS 455 2,469 101,277 139,329 18,408 261 63,325



UTAH VIRGINIA WASHINGTON WISCONSIN TOTALS

0 2,332 106 427 78,417

6 9,273 239 698 229,758

0 590 2 249 38,181

32 13,499 240 820 210,568

35 10,571 276 544 168,849

60 11,838 204 759 163,441

20 5,695 135 2,362 379,589

20 1,476 33 205 46,634

3 5,966 91 702 167,108

20 15,231 99 2,342 397,231

1 675 6 110 36,538

1 434 0 41 10,995

0 279 10 597 19,060

2 2,603 19 1,428 155,659

0 975 110 248 41,278

200 81,437 1,570 11,532 2,143,306

2 742 6 50 19,880

0 156 0 6 7,152

0 239 7 87 12,844

0 48 8 4 5,285

0 28 2 5 2,347

11 811 1 53 36,910

1 187 3 34 11,059

0 68 2 12 5,539

0 86 3 2 4,589

0 531 4 7 7,478

0 18 5 1 1,637

0 360 22 73 25,889

0 359 58 51 44,409

0 237 5 39 15,737

14 3,870 126 424 200,755

19 17,607 271 15,458 1,362,741

0 336 12 88 18,555

0 1,117 4 1,223 74,399

0 1,728 47 351 36,397

19 20,788 334 17,120 1,492,092

0 140 1 2 1,523

0 166 21 22 5,715

0 1,036 107 62 58,448

0 365 9 23 8,258

0 65 0 1 499

0 1,156 3 28 8,243

0 2,928 141 138 82,686

0 118 2 63 7,136

0 271 0 27 4,965

0 39 0 9 2,387

0 163 8 91 12,528

0 591 10 190 27,016

233 109,614 2,181 29,404 3,945,855
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LAND UNDERWATER TOTAL

US STATES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES

Alabama 3,925 80,374.7 287.8 - - - 3,925 80,374.7 287.8

Alaska 2 40.0 1.0 6 60.0 - 8 100.0 1.0

Arizona 231 5,025.0 28.2 321 1,585.0 3.4 552 6,610.0 31.6

Arkansas 8 30.0 1.4 35 170.0 1.5 43 200.0 2.9

California 73,553 1,664,501.2 2,860.0 138 1,605.0 4.3 73,691 1,666,106.2 2,864.3

Colorado 94 1,144.0 - 2 10.0 - 96 1,154.0 -

Connecticut 1,654 13,143.0 58.7 54 544.0 2.2 1,708 13,687.0 60.9

Delaware 1,357 21,736.5 64.0 - - - 1,357 21,736.5 64.0

District of Columbia 308 6,678.0 8.5 - - - 308 6,678.0 8.5

Florida 32,437 409,116.2 1,928.9 259 7,163.0 37.4 32,696 416,279.2 1,966.3

Georgia 28 56.0 3.3 - - - 28 56.0 3.3

Hawaii 2,392 22,481.1 79.1 109 3,655.0 2.3 2,501 26,136.1 81.4

Idaho 705 1,630.0 40.3 58 650.0 0.8 763 2,280.0 41.1

Illinois 3,094 10,403.0 38.2 133 1,032.0 1.1 3,227 11,435.0 39.3

Indiana 611 6,927.0 15.2 24 20.0 0.2 635 6,947.0 15.4

Kansas 42 1,310.0 1.0 - - - 42 1,310.0 1.0

Louisiana 1,637 22,900.0 71.1 - - - 1,637 22,900.0 71.1

Maine 1,638 13,559.5 105.2 - - - 1,638 13,559.5 105.2

Maryland 535 7,454.0 20.4 - - - 535 7,454.0 20.4

Massachusetts 3,066 22,299.5 139.2 11 60.0 0.5 3,077 22,359.5 139.7

Michigan 2,445 7,878.9 116.4 27 415.8 0.7 2,472 8,294.7 117.1

Minnesota 510 3,784.1 24.1 30 306.0 0.7 540 4,090.1 24.8
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LAND UNDERWATER TOTAL

US STATES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES PEOPLE POUNDS MILES

Mississippi 2,328 45,855.0 169.0 - - - 2,328 45,855.0 169.0

Missouri 24 501.0 0.2 36 360.0 - 60 861.0 0.2

Montana 10 70.0 0.0 30 410.0 0.1 40 480.0 0.1

Nebraska 526 7,156.0 89.8 10 500.0 0.2 536 7,656.0 90.0

Nevada 29 540.0 7.6 15 150.0 0.1 44 690.0 7.7

New Hampshire 1,547 6,635.3 23.9 10 1,000.0 0.5 1,557 7,635.3 24.4

New Jersey 5,821 39,988.5 147.2 51 801.0 0.6 5,872 40,789.5 147.8

New York 6,428 81,876.9 302.4 66 1,090.0 2.1 6,494 82,966.9 304.5

North Carolina 18,256 527,278.0 1,560.0 74 748.0 1.1 18,330 528,026.0 1,561.1

Ohio 908 11,576.0 54.0 136 1,872.0 1.0 1,044 13,448.0 55.0

Oklahoma 5 200.0 2.0 5 800.0 1.0 10 1,000.0 3.0

Oregon 94 1,402.0 107.1 23 114.0 0.1 117 1,516.0 107.2

Pennsylvania 2,562 91,388.0 107.3 100 4,940.0 3.8 2,662 96,328.0 111.1

Rhode Island 1,799 12,796.0 83.5 70 825.0 0.5 1,869 13,621.0 84.0

South Carolina 598 8,453.0 34.7 7 8.0 - 605 8,461.0 34.7

Tennessee 111 5,038.0 0.3 4 50.0 0.1 115 5,088.0 0.4

Texas 3,558 208,795.0 77.2 15 230.0 0.8 3,573 209,025.0 78.0

Utah 9 175.2 1.2 15 235.0 1.0 24 410.2 2.2

Virginia 5,710 254,046.0 364.9 - - - 5,710 254,046.0 364.9

Washington 81 810.0 11.2 27 675.0 0.8 108 1,485.0 12.0

Wisconsin 564 1,873.0 8.8 53 447.0 1.6 617 2,320.0 10.4

US STATE AND DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA TOTALS

181,240 3,628,924.6 9,044.3 1,954 32,530.8 70.5 183,194 3,661,455.4 9,114.8

TOTAL NUMBER OF US STATES AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 43



TERMINOLOGY
Below are the defi nition of terms 
used throughout the report:

THE SYMBOL (-) IN A CHART
This data was not collected.

THE NUMBER 0 IN A CHART
The quantity of the data 
collected was equal to zero.

COASTAL CLEANUP
This type of Cleanup site 
borders the ocean. 

INLAND CLEANUP
This type of Cleanup site 
borders waterways that are 
located inland such as rivers, 
lakes, streams, and ponds. 
It is not located on the ocean.

LAND CLEANUP
A Cleanup that was conducted 
on a beach or waterway.

UNDERWATER CLEANUP
A Cleanup that was conducted 
underwater by certifi ed divers.

WATERCRAFT CLEANUP
A Cleanup that was conducted 
offshore by watercraft which 
includes kayaks, canoes, 
sail boats, and motor boats.

PEOPLE OR VOLUNTEERS
The number of people or 
volunteers at a Cleanup site 
are counted by the coordinator, 
totaled for each country, 
location, or US state, and sent 
to Ocean Conservancy. 

POUNDS
Volunteers weigh trash collected 
when possible. On average, 
a bag of trash weighs 15 pounds, 
an estimate which is used 
by coordinators and Ocean 
Conservancy staff to estimate 
weight if scales are not available.

MILES
The number of miles cleaned 
is estimated from the starting 
point to the end point at each 
Cleanup site. The distance for 
a Cleanup site is not the sum 
of all distances covered by 
each individual volunteer.

TEN THINGS YOU CAN DO 
TO STOP MARINE DEBRIS 

1 Volunteer for Ocean Conservancy’s International 

Coastal Cleanup held every September. Go to 

www.coastalcleanup.org. 

2 Put trash in a secure, lidded receptacle—most 

marine debris starts out on land. 

3 Properly recycle everything you can: batteries, 

cans, bottles and food containers, newspapers, 

cell phones, computers, bags, packaging materials, 

fi shing line. Contact your local waste hauler or county 

solid waste offi ce to discover your recycling options.

4 When boating, bring your oil cans, food wrappers, 

and cigarette butts back to shore, and be sure to 

ask your marina to handle waste properly (check out 

Ocean Conservancy’s Good Mate manual for helpful 

tips at www.coastalcleanup.org).

5 Less is more: Don’t buy stuff you don’t need 

that will just end up as trash. When you do make 

purchases, choose items that use less packaging.

6 Start conversations that inform and inspire your 

friends and co-workers to help stop marine debris 

at the source.

7 Bring along your own permanent food containers for 

picnics instead of using disposables. Remember to 

take your own reusable bags whenever you go shopping.

8 Write to companies or visit local shops and restau-

rants and encourage them to reuse, recycle, and 

generate less packaging.

9 Put cigarette butts in ashtrays, not 

on streets, sidewalks, or beaches.

10 Write to your elected offi cials and encourage 

them to support policies that protect our ocean.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
on Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup  please contact:

OCEAN CONSERVANCY 
1300 19th Street, NW | 8th Floor | Washington, DC 20036 | USA | 202.429.5609

Each year, Ocean Conservancy—in partnership with a network of volunteer organizations and individuals—

provides a compelling global snapshot of marine debris collected in and around the ocean and inland 

waterways all over the world on the third Saturday in September. This year’s report, A Rising Tide of Ocean 

Debris, presents data recorded by nearly 400,000 volunteers in 104 countries and locations and 42 states 

and the District of Columbia in the US who rolled up their sleeves and got to work during Ocean 

Conservancy’s 23rd annual International Coastal Cleanup. 

In addition to providing the Marine Debris Index—state-by-state and country-by-country data about 

the 6.8 million pounds of trash picked up—this report reveals the sources of debris, from cigarette butts 

and fast-food wrappers to syringes and old fi shing line, and zeroes in on the deadly effects of marine 

debris on marine wildlife. It also identifi es the connection between the stress caused by marine debris 

and the ability of the ocean and its critical-life support systems to adapt to the onset of global climate 

change. Recommendations provide a roadmap for eliminating marine debris altogether by reducing 

it at the source, changing the behaviors that cause it, and supporting better policy. 

Humans have created the marine debris problem, and humans must take responsibility for it. 

The comprehensive body of data compiled during the Cleanup in the course of its 23-year history 

continues to inform and inspire action. Working together, citizens and environmentalists, our top 

corporations, and government leaders can take effective action to eliminate the scourge of trash in the 

ocean. The future of the planet and the well-being of present and future generations are counting on it.

WWW.OCEANCONSERVANCY.ORG




